Worlzing Parties have no Time for Winter

Hibernation

Throughout the winter months there has been plenty of
conservation work undertaken ]:»y the Lancaster Canal Trust.
Overgrow’ch has been cleared from the southern end of Hincaster
tunnel and from around the old stables block at Crooklands.

In Fe]aruary, LCT worlzing parties spent two days cutting down and
clearing woodland adjacent to the towpath north of Burton
Aqueduct at the southern end of the Northern Reaches.

Clearance was made adclitionauy difficult for the 15 volunteers 19y
the excep‘cionaﬂy dense vegetation and inaccessil)ili’cy of the site.
During the clear up, a number of larger logs were used to create
wildlife habitats.

Will Warlaurg, from the Trust, said: "Worleing Parties demonstrate
the commitment of the Lancaster Canal Trust to the restoration of
the canal to Kendal.

“As part of the Northern Reaches Restoration Group, we are
confident that the plans currently Leing clevelopefl will bear fruit very

"
soon.

Further work will include litter removal from woodland in the
Millness area, preparatory work at Tewitfield locks before the WRG
summer canal camp and the placing of seating on the naviga]:»le
section of the canal north of Carnforth.

The LCT worleing parties meets every second Sunday in the mon’ch,
for more 1nformat10n contact 01772 746914

The Northern Reaches Restoration is an ambitious scheme to
re-open the most nortl'lerly 14 miles of the Lancaster Canal to
Kendal.

Our task is to open 3 motorway culver’cs, restore Tewitfield Locks
and Hincaster Tunnel, and Lring water back to Canal Head in
Kendal.

The Northern Reaches Restoration Group comprises nine partners
(see Lelow) who work together to raise the funds needed.
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INTRODUCTION BY HAL BAGOT. CHAIRMAN, NRRG

Welcome to the Spring Newsletter

As you will see from the fouowing pages, work procee&s apace with plenty of community
involvement in the project.

In November, I welcomed some sixty members of the NRRG Steering Group to an upda’te session
at Longlancls Hotel near Tewitfield Locks. It is great to know that so many organisations support
the NRRG.

Shor’cly after t}la’c, ERM our consulting engineers formauy presente(l their report to the North
West Development Agency. NWDA then advised us that funds are not currently available to carry
out the complete scheme as one operation, and reques’ced that we take the project forward as a
phase(l scheme.

The project partners that form the NRRG are now worlzing towards this new o]:)jective.

At this point [ would Iilee, on behalf of the NRRG, to send best wishes to Tania Snelgrove, BW's
Senior Engineer, who is on maternity leave. Everyone will agree she has worked exceptiona”y hard
in the past two years &eveloping the project.

Martin Clarke, BW's Restoration Manager North West, will continue to oversee the project on
behalf of British Waterways.

It's going to bea Lusy year, with much to &o, so I look forward to seeing you all at the TWA meeting
at Kendal Town Hall on We(lnesclay 10th March.

Northern Reaches Develops Website

Check out all the latest news and (levelopments associated
with the restoration at the Northern Reaches website.

The site contains details on every aspect of the campaign
to restore the 14-mile route from Tewitfield Locks to
Kendal.

Packed with loads of pictures and information, it's a must

for anyone who's interested in the whole project.

The website is www.thenorthernreaches.co.uk

If you would like to be involved with the restoration, find out more information or be included on
the maihng list for this newsletter. Please contact the Waterways Office at this address:

North West Watcrways, British Watcrways, Trafalgar House, Tcmplc Court, Dalton Avenue,
Birchwood, Warrington. WA3 6GD
Telephone: 01925 847700




Canal Camp to Double its Returns

The Waterways Recovery Group is to return to Tewitfield
Locks in August for an extra week this year.

Last year volunteers spent seven days clearing an
extensive area around the Lywashes as well as carrying
out repairs on the spiﬂ weirs.

The popularity of the 'camp' has meant that the group
will now be staying from 7th il 21st August.

More environmental and restoration work is plannecl on
the locks and the surrounding areas.

From the smiles on everyone's faces last year it's an event

that few are mzely to miss..!!

Wal]z Over Water

The Walk on Water sponsore(].

event last Septem]:)er was a
Lig success, raising more than
£750 in support of the
restoration, writes BW’s
Claire Chapman.

Despite an overcast ljeginning
to the (].ay, the sun came out
soon after we started along
the ’cowpath (which led to a
bit of impromptu stripping })y
some, and a dip in the canal
for others - the four—legged
members of the group that
is!).

The walk was led loy staff from
British Waterways and The
Waterways Trust. From
Crooklands we walked north
along the towpath and on to
the dry section over Hincaster
Tunnel.

Lunch was taken at Levens
Park, where Northern Reaches
Chairman Hal Bagot thanked
walkers for their support.

The (lay was Leau’cifu”y c]ear,
and as we walked through the
fields the 1ovely views of the
South Lakeland hills
stretched out before us.
Overall it was gran(l (].ay out
and a certain number of us
celebrated with a well-deserved
pint at the Crooklands Hotel
afterwards.

A Lig thanks to all who
attended (wi’ch the youngest
participant l)eing less than a
year old) for maleing it such

an enjoya]:)le and memorable

day.

Canal Repair Prog'ramme for 2004

Thousands of pounds worth of funcling has been assigne(l to this year's repair and restoratinn
programme on canal Iari(lges and structures around Kendal.

In the first case, the NRRG will be acting in support of Cumbria County Couneil when it
carries out £100,000 Lridge-strengthening work at Castle Bridge. The nriginal shructure is an
unlisted masonry arch of classic John Rennie design. In the 1930 it was extensivel modifiad
to accommodate a new road. The NRRG will be un(lertalzing COInP]inEni:ar_r,r ok cleaning the
stone masonry, removing shrubs and trees and the fixing of a bridge numl:erpla‘be.

Further improvements, costing £11,000 will be made at Natland Mill Beck Bric]ge, wohich will
have its stonework cleared of vegetation and repointed.

Kendal Civic Society also has plans to renew the dilapida’ce& stone steps in partnersllip weith the
NRRG. This has been costed at £20,000.

Thompson's Wharf, which is now filled in, lies just east of C}langeline Bridge and iz in some

state of clisrepair. Work is planned to repair and enhance the area with some onsite

interpretation and even possil)le access to Gar&en Road.

The Lancaster Canal Trust is a Volun‘cary group actively involved ou thecanal Tllq.r cany out
work parties, organise and help out with canal evewis and crens the Waterwitch trip boat in
Summer. Keen for new members they can ke contacted an 01772 746014 [ox lack at thei

website at WWW.tllelanlzy.co.ulz) 5

FREE PUBLIC MEETING

Inland Waterways Association presents 'N orthern Reaches - Upc],ate on the Restoration' with
guest spealeer: Martin Clarke, Restoration Manager from British Waterways

Auction
A series of unique pictures taken Ly locaﬂy-laasecl professional pllotograpllers of the Northern
Reaches.

Assembly Room, Kendal Town Hall. 7.45pm
The talk will give an up&ate on the progress of the scheme.

All are Welcome !
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