
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact: Jason Leach, Project Manager, British Waterways, Trafalgar House, Temple 
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What are the Northern Reaches of the Lancaster Canal? 

The Northern Reaches are the last 14 miles of the Lancaster Canal from 
Tewitfield to Kendal. The Northern Reaches of this beautiful and historic canal 
completed in 1819, were blocked by the construction of the M6. The motorway 
severed the waterway in three places in 1968, closing this stretch of the canal to 
navigation. 

Who are the partners in this project? 

The Northern Reaches Restoration Group (NRRG) aims to restore the 
Lancaster Canal from Tewitfield to Canal Head, Kendal. There are nine partners 
– British Waterways, Cumbria County Council, Inland Waterways Association, 
Kendal Town Council, Lancashire County Council, Lancaster City Council, 
Lancaster Canal Trust, South Lakeland District Council and The Waterways 
Trust. 

What work has been done to date? 

During 2002 a study investigated how the restoration could be delivered. The 
estimate for full restoration is c£60m. In view of the limited funds available 
partners have agreed that a phased approach would be the best option. The 
restoration has therefore been split into three phases.  

Before any of this work commences it will be necessary to undertake detailed 
design and feasibility work. It will then be necessary to secure commercial and 
charitable funding to deliver the project. 

What will be the first phase? 

Phase One involves the restoration 
and possible extension of the original 
Canal Head basin in Kendal and the 
restoration of the original canal 
channel to the south of the town 
centre. The extent of this phase will 
depend on how much funding is 
available. Starting at the northern end 
in Kendal will deliver benefits to the 
town sooner than starting at the 
southern end. 

 

What funding has been secured? 

Over £750,000 of funding has been secured 
for the detailed feasibility and design of 
phase one by British Waterways and 
specialist consultants. The funding has been 
provided by South Lakeland District Council, 
Rural Regeneration Cumbria, British 
Waterways, Kendal Town Council and 
Lancaster Canal Trust. 

What will this detailed feasibility and design phase involve? 

The work will look at options for the provision of a new Canal Head 
development which may include housing, business and recreational facilities. 
Engineering costs and environmental assessments for the new waterspace, 
including the canal, will be established and funding applications will be 
submitted. When the availability of funding for the first phase has been 
established a full submission of a planning application can then proceed. The 
feasibility will commence in September this year and all of the work described 
above will take two years to complete.   

So when will work start on site? 

The works can start on site once funding and planning have been secured, the 
earliest date for this would therefore be late 2007. The construction of the canal 
and the development would then take up to a further two years. 

What are the benefits of the Project? 

The restoration of the Canal Head area and of the canal to the south will create 
a new waterspace that will act as a catalyst for a vibrant waterside development 
connected to and complimenting the current town attractions. It will be an asset 
for the local community and visitors to enjoy. The benefits of such waterside 
development can be seen in many of Britain’s major cities. 

Where can I find out more information? 

The website www.thenorthernreaches.co.uk will be regularly updated with 
project information. This will include information about how we will continue 
consultation with the public as the project progresses. 
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